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IS THE OLD TESTAMENT

We must "rightly" divide the word of
truth. (2 Tim. 2:15). Many have wrongly
divided it by saying the Old Testament
is as binding as the New, not realizing
there is a great difference between the
two. This misunderstanding is the cause
of many false doctrines and practices
such as Sabbath observance, eat-no
fork, incense burning, et cetera.

:;ince man cannot know his duty to
Goa unless he knows what law is bind
ing on him it is very important that he
clearly understand whether the old law
of Moses is binding. Not was it binding
&t one time (it was), but is it now?
Not is it true (it is), but is it binding?
:Must we obey its commands to observe
the Sabbath, burn incense, practice cir
cumcision religiously and offer animal
sacrifices on an altar? These instruct
ions are recorded and true in the Old
Tc!'tament and were binding therein, but
are they now to be observed?

The commands of God were always
hinding only upon those to whom they
were given. God commanded Noah to
build an ark (Gen. 6:12-22), but it was
:acver binding on Abraham or Isaac, nor
docs it apply to us. God commanded
Abraham to offer his son for a burnt
offering (Gen. 22:2), but this command
was never applicable to anyone else at
&ny time in any age. The old law of
Moses was given to the Jews only.
<Deut. 5:1-3; Ex. 20:1-17l. It never was
applicable to the Gentiles, even when
it was binding upon the Jews. Thus if

it were binding today it would not ap
pl~ to the Gentiles! But what saith the
BIble?

ITS FULFILLMENT & ABROGATION
The writer of Hebrews quoted an

Old Testament prophecy (Jer. 31:31-34)
which foretold that God was to make a
new covenant and said that the old was
reody to vanish away. (Heb. 8:8-14), He
affIrms that Christ came to do God's
wil! and that "he taketh way the first
that he may establish the second". (Heb.
1G:9l. Christ came not to destroy the
laW or make its prophecies but to ful
fill. (Matt. 5:17-18), He did what he
came to do.

The law was given "because of trans
gressions till the seed should come to
whom the promise was made". (Gal.
3:19). The seed was Christ. (V. 16l. The
WOl c1 "till" shows the law would end
when the seed (Christ) came. It was
a schoolmaster to bring the Jews to
Cillist. But when Christ came there was
no longer any need for the schoolmaster
(the law). (Gal. 3:23-25). Hence, Christ
"took it out of the way, nailing it to
his cross," (Col. 2:14) and gave us the
new law.

Since we are no longer under the old
Jaw Paul says, "Let nn man therefore
judge you in meat, or in drink. or in
re!'pect of the Sabbath days". (Col. 2:16),
Believe no man who says you must now
cbf'crve the Sabbath, ab~tain from meats
(read 1 Tim. 4:1-5) or do any part of

Continued on page 4 'I



IN WHAT BE SINCERE?
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SINCERITY
The word SINCERITY suggests puri

ty or ingenuousness; hence free from
uouble-mindedness, deceit or hypocrisy.
One who is sincere is honest ot genuine.
Sincerity is a trait that many do not
possess, but all of us should possess it.
Many do not know the value of this
virtue. Today, we need to emphasize
3ll1Cerity and its importance. Sincerity
j;, not a tangible thing that we may
physically see, but we can certainly see
the actions produced by it. In Phil. 1:9-10
.he inspired writer said, "And this I
pray that ye many be sincere and
wIthout offence till the day of Christ".

sincerity by our actions. Unfairness, ma
lic£ and duplicity should be mortified.
Bu!';iness transactions should be charac
tuized by honesty.

In Titus 2:7 Paul, in writing to Titus
saId, "In all things showing thyself a
pattern of good works: in doctrine show
ing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity".
We must be concerned about the purityd the doctrine we believe and teach.
In doctrine we should show uncorrupt
nef's. Not all who teach are sincere. (See
PhIl. 1:16). Some even preach the truth
prompted by evil motives. Are you care
fUl to receive and teach only the truth
and do that with sincerity?

Our love for God, our families, our
brethren and others generally, must be
in sincerity. The Scripture mentions
"the sincerity of your love". (2 Cor. 8:8).
Sincere love seeks not her own, is not
easily provoked and thinketh no evil. It
does not envy, is not rash, but is kind
and suffers long. It does not rejoice in
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth! John
said, "By this we know that we love tM
cilildren of God, when we love God, and
KceJ; his commandments. For this is the
love of God that we keep his command
ments, and his commandments are not
grievous". (1 John 5:2-3). Paul said,
"GTace be with all them that love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity". <Eph.
ti.<:4).

•••Editorial

lIur service to God must be in sin
cerity and truth. In Joshua 24:14 Joshua
~ommanded Israel to "fear the Lord,
dnG serve him in sincerity and in tr,uth".
We learn from Matt. 4:10 that we are
to worship the Lord our God and serve
him only. In view of the fact that "No
man can serve two masters" (Matt. 6:24),
we must serve God with singleness of
heart. Our service must be prompted by
the ptoper motives. Pride, ambition,
fleEhly wisdom, popularity and material
wealth are not the proper motives.

Our daily manner of life should be
characterized by sincerity. The apostle
Paul rejoiced because he and Timothy
haa behaved themselves "in simplicity
ana godly sincerity". (2 Cor. 1:12). The
inspired apostle suggested in 1 Cor. 5:8
that we should "keep the feast, not with
old leaven, neither with the leaven of
malice and wickedness; but with the un
leavened bread of sincerity and truth".
Let us endeavor daily to manifest our

ARE YOU SINCERE?

Only those who are sincere will be
saved eternally. Let not a double-mind
ed man think that he will receive any
tt,lng of the Lord. Hypocrites cannot
escape the damnation of hell! (See Matt.
23:15-33). Are you sincere? Do you thirst
lifter righteousness? Are you hungry for
the bread of life? Are you willing to
obey whatever God commands thtough
hie Word? If you are lost, you must
obey the gospel in order to be saved.
(See 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Rom. 1:16; Mark
16:15-16; Rom. 6:17-18). True sincerity
will prompt you to prepare for the judge
ment!

If you are a Christian, do you sing
with sincerity? Is your giving of your
money to the Lord's cause genuine?
What about your praying and breaking
bread? If you are unfaithful as a Child
of God, repent and pray for fot!1'iveness!

(CRS)



HOW MANY CHURCHES!

Since there are near 300 churches in
the world today and the number conti
nues to increase we may logically ask:
How many churches authorized by God
are there? What does "church" mean
in the Bible?

Jesus said He would build His church
(singularl. (Matt. 16:18l. Paul said,
uN ow ye are the body of Christ and
members in particular". (1 Cor. 12:27l.
Jesus is the head of the body, the church
(Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18, 24), and there
is one body into which we are all bap
tized by one Spirit. (1 Cor. 12:12-13;
Eph. 4:4-6). From these Scriptures it is
clear that there is but one church, the
body of Christ. It includes all the saved
01 earth, for God adds the saved to the
church daily. (Acts 2:47).

But there are Scriptures that mention
a plurality of churches. (Gal. 1:2; Rom.
IG.16, Rev. 1:11), In what sense are
there several churches? They are not
different denominations, for there is
onlY one faith (Eph. 4:5), and if anyone,
even any angel, should preach a differ
ent gospel from that preached by the
::.postles, the curse of God is upon him.
(Gal. 1:8-9), The seven churches of Asia
were merely seven groups of Christians
in seven different cities. Except in those
things wherein they sinned they believ
ed, taught and practiced the sam~
tilings and had the same preachers cir
culating freely among them. They were
divided only by space.

In 1 Cor. 11:18 Paul speaks of coming
tugether in the church. The word used
lwre in the original language means an
a:;;sembly. When Christians meet to
gether for worship, that gathering is an
assembly or church. In this sense there
arc. as many churches as there are as
semblies of Christians. In this case the
cIIiy dividing factor other than space,
as in the above, is time. Only time and
space should divide Christians and make
churches out of the church. Other divi
sions are condemned. (1 Cor. 1:10-16;
3:1-8). - E. B. Kuykendall in Gospel
Digest.

RADIO PROGRAM
HEAR THE GOSPEL OVER WBSA!

1300 on the Dial
Monday thru Friday at 11:15 AM

Speaker: Carrol R. Sutton

What Does The Church
Of Christ Teach?

\\ e are often asked questions about
our teaching. Usually they are framed:
"What. does the church of Christ teach
a]:lout this"? Sometimes members of the
church ask, "What is the teaching of the
church on this point?"

We feel that these questions are dange
rO'lS. Denominationalism in our thinking
is revealed. Partyism and sectaria.nism
are fostered by these thoughts. A love
f0r party and creed rather than a desire
for the truth is manifest. Do not ask
what the church teaches. It would be
better to ask what the Bible teaches.
The Bible is right; it is our guide; it is
our authority in religion. We C1'ln nev"l'
go wrong by following tne Bible. To
foHow the former generation in t'1f'
church will likely cause us to drift a
way from the truth.

-Selected via Gospel Digest

The Tongue Of
The Wise Is Health

Our doctors often test our physical
<.ondition by the state of our tongue.
With another and deeper significance,
the tongue is also the register of our
conditions. Our words are a perfect in
dex of our moral and spiritual health.
If our words are unclean and untrue,
our souls are assuredly sickly and di
seClsed. A perverse tongue is never
allied with a sanctified heart. And,
tnerefore, everyone may apply a clinical
test to his own life: "What is the char
acter of my speech? What do my words
indicate? What do they suggest as to
tile depths and background of the soul?"
God delights in truthful lips, but un
true words are as rotten fruit offered in
tl1e sacrifice of the temple. What is more
abhorrent than putrid fruit? "Lying lips
are an abomination to the Lord".

-Selected



Continued from page 1

the old law.

~ome false teachers bewitched the
Galatian Christians with their perverted
gospel, saying they had to keep the old
law. (Gal. 1:6-9; 2:3-4; 3:1). In the book
cf Galatians the apostle Paul wrote that
they had been "removed" from the Lord.
(V. 6), He aSid in chapter 5 that (1)
thc.y should not be entangled again with
the yoke of bondage (the old lak) (V. 1);
(3! If they observed one point of the
law they were obligated to observe the
whole law (v. 3); (4) "Christ is become
of no effect unto you, whosoever of you
al'e justified by the law; Ye are fallen
from grace". (v. 4), Thus, if the Christ
ian seeks to live under the old law he
is fallen from grace.

Christ is the mediator of the New
Tcstament. (Heb. 8:15), "He taketh away
.he first that he may establish the sec
ord, By the which will (the New Testa
meiitE.F.l we are sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all". (Heb. '10:9-10. See Mark
16:15-16; Heb.5:9; Rom. 1:16),

-Earl Fly in Truth Magazine

Senten (e

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
LORD'S DAY:

Bible Study .""", .. 10:00 AM
Worship .. ' 11:00 AM
Worship 6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY:
Bible Study .', 7:00 PM

WE WELCOME YOU!

You Mu,st Do Your Part
:No man can save himself from his

sins, but everyone must turn to the
Lord, in His appointed way, and look
to Him alone for salvation. The Lord
Jesus Christ, and He alone, has autho
rity to forgive sin and save souls.

In the conversion of man there must
be cooperation between God and man.
God presents the evidence to prove that
Jesus Christ is His Son, but man does
the believing. God offers the motive to
induce man to repent, but man does the
repenting. God persuades man to con
fe5s His Son, but man does the con
fessing. G()d appeals to man to be baptiz
ed, but man chooses to be baptized. God
provides the strait and narrow path
WHich leads to life everlasting, but man
mU5t walk in it.

-The Sunday Visitor

Some people's minds are like concrete; all mixed up and thoroughly set.

The devil's best work is done many times by those who claim to love the Lord.

Those who pride themselves in being hard-boiled are often only half-bked.

"You re only young once." After that you must think up other excuses!

Jesus came not only to save us from hell, but to take us to heaven.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
1003 Baltimore Ave.
Albertville. Ala. 35950

Entered as second-class matter
at Albertville, Ala.


