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Pity, like love, is often misdirected.
We may show misapplied soft-hearted
ness toward rebels who are suffering
the inevitable wages of sin, while evi
dencing little compassion for those who
are burdened down by ignorance of
God's truth. Jonah's pathetic pity for
his beloved gourd (Jonah 4:6-11) is a
perfect example of this oft repeated
error. It also reveals God's reaction to
it.

God sent Jonah, a Jew to preach to
the despised Gentiles. To Jonah's dis
may, they repented. He pouted. God
prepared a gourd vine to protect his
rebellious head while he pouted. Al
though Jonah found it hard to love the

. 120,000 souls around him, he immedi
ately fell in love with his gourd! When
God killed the creeping gourd Jonah
pitied it, without showing the least
concern for the sin-sick souls. God re
minded Jonah that gourds are intended
to die quickly while souls are eternal.

You and I now sit under our God
created gourd vine, watching it slowly
wither away. From its sheltered haven,
in any direction, we see thousands
perishing for want of truth. Pity is
merely one of the out-stretched arms of

love. If I misdirect it I do so because I,
like Jonah, love gourds more than
godliness!

Dwayne Laws in
12TH ST. BULLETIN

WHERE IS YOUR FAITH?
Have you ever asked yourself this

question? We all assume that our faith
is in God, but it may not be so!Paul said
that when he came to Corinth he was
careful to preach God's word in a plain
and simple manner so the faith of the
Corinthians would stand in God (1 Cor.
2:1-5) and in His power rather than in
man. Faith in God comes from hearing
what God has said (Romans 10:17).

If you cannot find what you believe
in the New Testament then it is not of
God! It is in whoever it was that taught
you those things you believe. Such
faith is of no eternal benefit. It is
important for us to study God's word
carefully and regularly so we can be
fully assured that our faith IS in God
and His power rather than in man and
his wisdom. Only God can save. Let us
trust Him.

- J. F. Dancer in
THE EASTSIDE TEACHER
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Editorial ...
IS HOLY SPIRIT

BAPTISM OPTIONAL
OR IS IT STANDARD

EQUIPMENT?
It is sometimes argued that "Holy

Spirit baptism is not optional with
us. It is standard equipment for the
believers." Is this argument true?
Preferences, traditions, opinions and
feelings are no proof of the statement.
Since faith comes by hearing the word
of God (see Rom. 10:17) we must make
our appeal to it to determine whether or
not the statement is true. Let us consider
the following facts:

1. OPTIONAL means "involving
an option: left to one's discretion;
not compulsory." (WEBSTER'S NEW
COLLEGIATE DICTION ARY, p. 590).
Webster defines OPTION as "the
right of choice." NOTE: If Holy Spirit
baptism is not OPTIONAL, then it
does not involve an option. It does
not involve the right of choice. It is
not left to one's discretion. IT IS
COMPULSORY if it is "standard
equipment!" Is it the position of all
advocates of Holy Spirit baptism for
believers today? No, because one re
cently said that "all of God's servants
are ELIGIBLE to receive the bap
tism of the Holy Ghost." He sug
gested that there are many true be
lievers who do not have Holy Spirit
baptism.

2. If Holy Spirit BAPTISM is not
optional, but standard equipment,
then it necessarily follows that every

believer MUST have it!Standard equip
ment comes along as a part of the
"original deal." For example, when
you purchase an automobile, whatever
is standard equipment is already on
the car when you get it. You don't get
the car at the time of purchase and
later receive the standard equipment.
NOTE: If Holy Spirit baptism is
standard equipment for believers, there
is no way for one to be a believer (a true
Christian) and not have it. However,
most advocates of Holy Spirit baptism
for believers today claim that a person
can be a believer (a true Christian) and
not have Holy Spirit baptism. So by
their own reasoning Holy Spirit
baptism is NOT standard equipment
for believers! According to God's word
it is NOT standard equipment and it is
NOT available for anyone today as
OPTIONAL equipment either!

3. Since there is but "ONE BAP
TISM" as taught in Ephesians 4:5 and
that is water baptism "for the remis
sion of sins" as taught in Matthew
28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:37-38
and Acts 8:35-39, there is NO such
thing as Holy Spirit baptism for people
today. That would make "two bap
tisms", but Paul says there is "ONE
BAPTISM". By the time Paul penned
Ephesians 4:5, Holy Spirit BAPTISM
had ceased!

4. The truth is simply this: HOLY
SPIRIT BAPTISM IS NOT STAND
ARD EQUIPMENT NOR IS IT AVAIL
ABLE AS OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT
TO ANYONE LIVING TODAY!

(CRS)

SOLOMON SAID: "He that
covereth his sins shall not
prosper: but whoso confesseth
and forsaketh them shall have
mercy." (Proverbs 28:13).

PETER SAID: "Repent ... , and
pray God, if perhaps the
thought of thine heart be for
given thee." (Acts 8:22).
JOHN SAID: "If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, ... " (1
John 1:9).



The Church of Chriit at Eait Albertville
Highway 431 S.
Albertville, AL 35950
March 5, 1988

Dear Brethren,

This letter is written with a heartfelt hope that the fellowship
of Christian brethren can once again be enjoyed between the
churches at Eest Albertville end Crossville.

The undersigned brethren, R.C. Hammonds and Bill Hoore, cannot
speak for the church at Crossville. We are only a small part of
that work. However, we are the only two men left who are a part
of the original church at Crossville, and therefore the only ones
of that present body who know the particulars of the situations
which have estranged our two churches. We feel that we cannot ask
our other brethren at Crossville to acknowledge any sense of
guilt or responsibility for the past actions of the church, of
which they have had little knowledge and no control. We have,
however, read thia letter in their hearing and they have approved
our sending it.

We acknowledge that we, the church at Crossville in the past
sense, used poor judgement in the handling of affairs which also
affected you. This is especially apparent in our dealings with
Hike Creel and with Alice Romine. We too hastily condemned Hike
Creel when we should have given him the opportunity to explain
and defend himself before us. We too hastily received Alice
Romine after you had withdrawn fellowship from her. Our handling
of these situations was inept and is painful to us. We have
determined to not make similar mistakes agaln.

We humbly appeal to your sensa of Chriatian forgiveness,
forbearance, end love as brethren regarding our paat errora.
The church at Crossville has not grown numerically, but has grown
greatly in maturity and wisdom since the mistakes of the past. We
hope you will allow for this growth in us. We are not the eeme
church you knew in former daye. We stand ready to prove our
maturity and wisdom in dally faithful steed fastness ln the truth
of the gospel.

The cauaa of Christ in Horth Alabama haa too long iuffered from
the rift in our fellowship. All the brethren at Crossville join
us in extending the right hand of fellowship. We ask you to reud
thi~ letter in your business meeting. We hope you will announce
in your aosembly that past events, which have divided us, have
been resolved and that you consider the Crossville church to be
fully restored to your fellowship. Please inform us of your
decision, and make thesa matters as public as you deem expedient.

In Chriat1an lov.,

~:;IJJic<-zB11 oore



WEREJOICE
When a sinner repents "there is joy

in the presence of the angels of
God." (See Luke 15:10).In fact, there is
more joy "in heaven" over one sinner
that repents than "over ninety and
nine just persons, which need no
repentance." (See Luke 15:7).

If you haven't already done so, please
read the letter (on page 3) from the
brethren at Crossville to the church at
East Albertville. To those who know of
the problems that have existed for a
number of years, the letter should be
self- explanatory.

We (the church that meets at East
Albertville) certainly forgive those
who ask forgiveness and look forward
to having fellowship with them in the
Lord's work in the future, if the Lord
wills that we live.

Wecommend these brethren for their
humility and willingness to make cor
rection for wrongs committed in the
past.

Weare thankful and rejoice! It is
our sincere prayer that the Lord will
richly bless the disciples at Crossville
as they earnestly endeavor to faithfully
serve and glorify God as individuals
and as a congregation.

GOSPEL MEETINGS
YOU ARE INVITED TO AT

TEND A SERIES OF GOSPEL
MEETINGS TO BE CON
DUCTED AT THE BUILDING
LOCATED AT 1107 HIGHWAY
431 SOUTH IN ALBERTVILLE.
THE DATE IS MAY 26 THRU
JUNE 3 AT 7:30 EACH EVEN
ING (except on the Lord's Day).

THERE WILL BE A DIFFER
ENT SPEAKER EACH EVEN
ING.

WE URGE YOU TO MAKE
PLANS TO BE WITH US!

- SENTENCE SERMONS -
Hatred and bitterness are burdens too heavy for any person to carry.

*****

Enthusiasm should prompt both action and accuracy.
*****

Charity should begin but never end at home.
*****

Common honesty should be more common.
*****

To be truly honest, one must be humble.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
1107 Highway 431 South
Albertville, Alabama 35950


