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MAN IN GOD'S SERVICE (ROM. 6:16-18)

Paul said: "But God be thank
ed, that ye were the servants of sin,
but ye have obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine which was
delivered you. Being thee made free
from sin, ye became the servants of
righteousness."(Rom.6:17-18). We ei
ther serve sin or righteousness.

In Mt.4:LO Jesus said: ••...Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and
him only shalt thou serve" and in Mt.
6:24 He said: "No man can serve two
masters ... Ye cannot serve God and
mammon." Paul mentioned how the
Thessalonians "turned to God from
idols to serve ...•• him in 1Thess.1:9.

The Hebrew writer said" .. .let
us have grace, whereby we may
serve God acceptably with reverence
and godly fear ...•• (12:28-29).

Our service begins at the time
of our primary obedience to the first
principles of the gospel of Christ
(belief in God and His Son Jesus
Christ, genuine repentance, confess
ion of Jesus as Lord with the mouth
and baptism for the remission sins).
We should count it an honour to
serve such a great and dignified
master as the Lord!

OUR SERVICE IS:
I. VOLUNTARY! No one is

compelled to serve. We can choose
to serve or not serve since we have
the power of choice. (See Joshua
24:14-15;Dt.30:19;Rom.6:16;Rev.3:20).

II. SINGLE OR UNDIVIDED!
"No man can serve two masters ...••
and "him only shalt thou serve." (Mt.
6:24; 4:10). We are to serve God as
servants are to serve their masters as
shown in Eph. 6:5-7& Co!.3:22. Also
see Joshua24:15& Acts2:46.

III. CONTINUOUS! See Acts
2:42& 1Cor. 15:58. There are no "fur
loughs" - we must serve until death!
To those in the church at Smyrna
Jesus said: ••...be thou faithful unto
death ...•• (Rev.2:10). As Paul said in
Acts20:24& 2 Tim.4:7we must "finish
our course".

IV. REASONABLE! Rom. 12:1
2 teaches us that our service to God
is a reasonable (or spiritual) one. It
is certainly in keeping with our
ability according to Mt. 25:14-28& 2
Cor. 8:12. God provides a way of
escape with every temptation that
we face (see 1Cor. 10:13).

V. WELL REWARDED! Mt. 6:
25-33 points out the fact that if we
seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness we will have the
essentials of life. Mark 10:29-30lists
blessings we will receive in the life
and in the world to come. We learn
from 2 Tim. 4:6-8 & Rev. 2:10 that the
faithful servants will receive a
crown of life. An eternal inheritance
awaits faithful servants! (See 1 Pet.
1:4). Are you ~ faithful servant? CRS
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Editorial...
WHY WE SING AND DO
NOT PLAY IN WORSHIP

(NO.8)
We will now continue our

examination of some arguments
(made in an effort to justify playing
in the public 'worship assemblies in
the church) in light of God's truth.

ARGUMENTS MADE IN AN
EFFORT TO JUSTIFY MECHAN
ICAL INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC
INWORHIP.

that teach us to sing. Here are
some of them: Matthew26:30; Mark
14:26;Eph.5:19;Co!.3:16;Rom. 15:9;
Hebrews2:12& 1Cor. 14:15.

NOTE: Without question, it
is Scriptural to sing "psalms, and
hymns, and spiritual songs" in
worship to God.

2. It is not true that there is
no passage that teaches us to sing
ONL Y and not to play mechani
cal instruments of worship. All
the passages that teach us to sing
authorize us to sing. They do not
teach us (authorize us) to play,
whistle, dance, bum incense,
count beads, etc.

Neither do those passages
authorize us (teach us) to cook
ham, pick cotton, cut grass, wash
feet, repair the lawn mower, etc.
Those passages teach us to sing
and nothing else. They teach us
ONL Y to sing. Other passages
teach us (authorize us) to engage
in other activities but these pas
sages teach to "sing ONLY" (as
far as the act or actions in which
we are to engage in making mu
sic).

3. All the passages that teach
us to sing teach us to sing ONLY
unless there is another passage
that would not allow that
interpretation because we are
taught that "whosoever trans
gresseth and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ hath not God"
(2 John 9). NOTE: If we go
beyond what the doctrine of
Christ teaches (in. this case it
teaches us to sing) we do not
have God! FURTHER NOTE:
Relative to the kind of music we
are to have in public worship, the
doctrine of Christ says, "SING".
That is all that it says. There
fore, it is sing ONLY.
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An!ument 12- "Alth0ugh
there are a number of passages of
Scripture that teach us to sing,
there is no passage that teaches us
to sing ONLY and not play in the
worship assemblies of the church.
When a man says, 'sing ONLY' he
has added to the Word of God and
has made a human creed. When a
man says the Scriptures teach that
we are to sing ONLY he is doing
the same thing that a Baptist does
when he says that we are saved by
faith ONLY."

Replv:
1. It is certainly true that

there are a number of passages



4. The man that teaches
"sing" (only) has not added to
the Word of God, but is abiding
in the teaching of Christ. Since
there is no passage in the New
Testament that teaches Christians
to "play mechanical instruments
of music in worship", those who
do so are the ones who are guilty
of following a human creed of
their own devising.

5. The Baptist that teaches
that we are saved by faith ONLY
is adding to the word of God be
cause it teaches that we are saved
by grace, the gospel, confession,
repentance, baptism, obeying
Christ, etc. (See Eph.2:5,8-9; Rom.
I: 16; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Romans 10:9-10;
Acts 17:30; Acts 2:38; I Peter 3:21;
Hebrews5:8-9, etc.) Since there are
other conditions of salvation, it is
certainly false doctrine to teach
that salvation is by faith ONLY.
Therefore the two things sing
ONL Y and faith ONLY are not
parallel.

WARNING: Unless some
one can show from the New
Testament that Christ has autho
rized mechanical instrumental
music (as well as vocal music
(singing) in worship), we will
have to accept the fact that it is
singing ONLY.

NOTE: If we transgress (go
eth onward - ASV)and abide not
in the doctrine of Christ that says
"sing" (only), we don't have God.

An?:ument 13- "If one con
tends against mechanical instru
mental music in worship today, he
is speaking where the Bible is
silent. "

Replv:
1 Some people may believe

that the above argument is true,
but it is merely assumed and

asserted without any Scriptural
proof.

2. Of course we should re
cognize the silence of the Scrip
tures. In I Peter4: II Peter said: "If
any man speak, let him speak as
the oracles of God ... " NOTE: We
must not speak where God has
not spoken. However, God has
spoken on the kind of music we
are to use in our worship to Him.
He has told us to sing, that is,
make vocal music. (See Eph. 5:19;
Co!. 3:16; I Cor. 14:15; Romans 15:9
& Hebrews2:12). God was silent as
far as authorizing the use of me
chanical instrumental music in
worship to Him. We, too, ought
to sing as God says and respect
His silence and not play.

3. In Gen. 6:14 when God
told Noah to "Make thee and ark
of gopher wood" He told him
what kind of wood He wanted
him to use. He was silent as to all
other kinds of wood and Noah
did not invade the realm of God's
silence.

4. We are not invading the
realm of God's silence when we
condemn things that are not
authorized in the word of God.

NOTE: Are the Scriptures si
lent on "sprinkling infants'? If we
condemn the practice, are we in
vading the realm of God's si
lence? Of course not! Are the
Scriptures silent about putting
ham and water on the Lord's
Table? If we condemn the prac
tice, are we invading the realm
of God's silence? Of course not!

5. Since God has specified
the kind of music (singing 
vocal) that He wants us to make
in worship unto him, but He has
not authorized the use of mecha
nical instrumental music in the



assembly worship of the New
Testament church, we are not
invading the realm of God's
silence when we condemn it

Ar!!ument 14- "Mechanical
instrumental music can be used in
worship to God in the assembly as
an expedient. "

ReDlv:
1. This argument is an as

sumption and an assertion with
out any basis or proof. This is
not sufficient to justify mechani
cal instrumental music in wor

ship. To merely state that it is an
expedient does not prove it is.

2. Suppose someone were to
say that "dancing in worship to
God in the assembly may be en
gaged in as an expedient. " Would
that mean that dancing is justi
fied? Of course not!

3. The apostle Paul said that
"All things are lawful for me, but
all things are not expedient: all
things are lawful for me, but all
things edify not" (1 Cor. 10:23).

(1) For a thing to be expe
dient" it must first be lawful (or
authorized).Things that are with
out authority from God can not
be "expedient". (2) For a thing to
be "expedient" it must edify (or
build up spiritually). (3) For a
thing to be "expedient", a thing
must "give none offense, neither
to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles,
nor to the church of God." (1 Cor.
10:23-32).

Using mechanical instru
mental music in worship cannot
be an expedient because it is not
lawful. God has not authorized it.
It is an addition to what God's

Word says. It says "sing". It does
not say "play" which is another
kind of music.

Using mechanical music in
worship does not edify or build
up but often it causes heartaches
and division. It also gives of
fense to many. No, it is not an

"expedient!" (To be continued) (CRS)
Gospel Meetings at EAST ALBERTVILLE with
different speakers -June 17-22 @ 7:00pm.

SENTENCE SERMONS
It is hard for children to learn good manners if they never see any practiced.

* * * * *

If all people would speak as kindly of the living as they do the dead, most gossip would cease.
* * * * *

If you truly believe the truth, you will endeavor to live it, and teach it to others!
* * * * *

If it were not for the hot water, the tea kettle would not sing.
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