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ARE WE UNDER THE TEN COMMANDMENTS?
Many people believe that the Ten

Commandments compose the law for
guidance in religious conduct today. No
doubt, you have heard people say; "What we
all need to do is return to the Ten
Commandments," or "If we keep the Ten
Commandments we are sure to be saved."

These laws were the best code oflaws ever
given to men, prior to the laws of Christ.
They served admirably in the place and
time for which they were designed by
Jehovah. The law of God was given by
Moses, called the law of Moses (including
the Ten Commandments), was not God's
final will to man. It was perfect for the
purpose for which it was given: "as a
schoolmaster" to bring the Jews to Christ.
(Galatians 3:24).It was temporary in that it
was to continue only until Christ made His
laws effective. (Galatians 3:16 and 19).

A person today could keep the Ten
Commandments to the letter and still not be
a Christian. One who does not believe in
Christ could keep the moral principles ofthe
Ten Commandments, but certainly, one
who does not believe in Christ could not be a
Christian.

"For the law was given by Moses, but truth
and grace came by Jesus Christ." (John
1:17). The law given by Jehovah through
Moses, dealt with the act that was wrong.
The truth of God given through Christ deals
with the wrong thought behind the act that
is wrong. The law of Moses pointed sin out
but offered no completed forgiveness. The
law of Christ points sin out and gives the

remedy for absolute remission of sins.
NOTE: The sixth commandment said:

"Thou shalt not kill." (Exodus 20:13).Jesus
said: "Whosoever hates his brother is a
murderer ... " (1 John 3:15). The seventh
commandment said: "Thou shalt not
commit adultery." (Exodus 20:14). Jesus
said: "Whosoever looketh on a woman to
lust after her hath committed adultery with
her already in his heart." (Matthew 5:28).

This illustrates the fact that the law of God
given by Christ is far above the limitations
of the law of God given by Moses. Christ
deals with the higher aspect of Godliness in
purifying the heart of man.

God has given a better covenant through
Christ than he gave through Moses. The
law of God given by Moses, including the
Ten Commandments, falls far short of the
better law revealed through Jesus Christ.

For; the law of God given through Moses,
(including the Ten Commandments), says
nothing about the following:

(1)Christ as Saviour, (2)The saving blood
of Christ shed for remission of sins, (3)The
church and its worship, (4) The gospel of
Jesus Christ or (5) The cross of Christ.

Christ fulfilled the law of Moses, (Matthew
5:17), and took it out of the way nailing it to
the cross. (Colossians 2:14).He brought in a
"better covenant with better promises."
(Hebrews 8:6).

The Ten Commandments were done away
with. Paul wrote that the "ministration of
death, written and engraven in stones, was
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Editorial ...
DRESS: IS IT BY FAITH (No.2)
In our article last month it was pointed

out that women can not wear "such clothing
as shorts, mini-skirts, brief swim suits,
stretch pants, etc. and parade themselves in
the public eye" and please God. God is not
pleased with such clothing because it can
not be worn "by faith." For anything to be
done "by faith" it must be authorized by
God's Word since "faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God." (See
Romans 10:17).Such clothing as mentioned
above does not meet God's approval. For
dress to be worn "by faith" it must be
"modest" and worn "with shamefacedness
and sobriety." (See 1 Timothy 2:9-10).

We further suggest that it is sinful for a
person to wear clothes which are
"lascivious" or "wanton." The apostle Paul
lists "lasciviousness" as a "work of the flesh"
in Galatians 5:19-21 and states that they
which "do such things shall not inherit the
kingdom of God." Also in Romans 13:13the
apostle Paul mentions "wantonness" and
suggests that those who walk in
"wantonness" are not walking "honestly" as
in the day. LASCIVIOUS means "wanton;
lewd; lust" or tending to produce lewd or
lustful thoughts or emotions. The modern
swim suits, mini-skirts, tight-fitting clothes,
shorts, low-cut neck-lines, stretch pants, etc.
certainly fall in the category of clothes that
are "lascivious." Putting a basketball or a
tennis racket or a baton in the hands of a
person "lasciviously" and "indecently"
dressed does not make her (or his) clothes

"modest" and thus pleasing to God. Even
brethren who operate schools (in most
cases) seem to have forgotten God's law on
how to dress. The acceptance of such
clothing by the majority of people in the
church as well as in the world does not
justify it anymore today than the
acceptance of "aprons offig leaves" by Adam
and Eve justified them. (See Genesis 3:6-13,
21).

Even ungodly people recognize and admit
the "lascivious" nature of such clothing. For
example, commenting on "Hot pants"
Anthony Howard said: "Up front leading
the uncommonly variegated fashion parade
are the short, sexy, and provocatively
named 'hot pants.' " (NEWSWEEK, March
3, 1971). Mary Quant, London designer,
mother of the mini-skirt, said on November
13, 1967, that "Mini'clothes are symbolic of
those girls who want ... to seduce aman ... "
Many law enforcement officials say that the
short skirts invite sex crime. They are of the
concensus that there is a correlation
between short skirts and forcible rape
which a short time ago, was our nation's
fastest increasing crime. Abigail Van
Buren stated that "Some girls are naive. But
most girls dress provocatively to attract
attention - and they do!" (GADSDEN
TIMES, September 19,1972).Some so-called
Christians are either completely out of
touch with reality or they are lying when
they claim such clothing is not "lascivious"
in nature.

In Matthew 5:28 Jesus said: "That
whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after
her hath committed adultery with her already
in his heart." We learn from Mark 7:20-23
that sins including "Lasciviousness"
proceeds "from within, out of the heart of
men." There Jesus said: "That which cometh
out of the man, that defileth the man. For from
within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,
thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit,
lasciviousness, an evileye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness: All these things come from
within, and defile the man." Of course, the
man who "lusts after her"is guilty of sin! But
what about the woman who contributes to
his sin by dressing in such a way so as to be
provocative and "lascivious?" Will God hold
her blameless in the matter? Certainly not!

People who sincerely desire to be pure and
holy in thought and action will not, when
properly taught, wear such clothing.

(CRS)
(To Be Continued)
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glorious, so that the children of Israel could
not steadfastly behold the face of Moses for
the glory of his countenance; which glory
was to be done away. (2 Cor. 3:7).He further
states concerning that which was
"glorious," which was written and
engraven in stones," that it has been done
away with. "For if that which is done away
was glorious, much more that which
remaineth is glorious." (2 Cor. 3:11).

But how can we know that the things
written and engraven on stones was the Ten
Commandments? Let us take notice of
Exodus 34:1: "And the Lord said unto
Moses, hew thee two tables of stone like unto
the first: and I will write upon these tables
the words that were in the first tables, which
thou brakest." Then again, in Exodus 34:28;
"And he was there with the Lord forty days
and forty nights; he did neither eat bread,
nor drink water. And he wrote upon the
tables the words of the covenant, the ten
commandments." So, we must conclude
that the Ten Commandments, which were
written on tables of stone, were done away."

If the Ten Commandments have been
abolished, then we are free to steal, kill, bear
false witness, commit adultery, dishonor
our parents, bow before other gods, covet or
take the name of the Lord in vain?
Absolutely notl Why? Because these are
forbidden in the New Testament, by which
we are guided in this dispensation. All these
principles set forth in the Ten
Commandments are also taught in the New
Testament, except one. This one exception
is the command to "keep the sabbath." In
the New Covenant we are not commanded
to keep the Sabbath, (the seventh day ofthe
week), but we are taught to worship God on
the "Lord's Day" (the first day ofthe week).
(Acts 20:7). Sabbath keeping was not
included in the New Testament law. When I
keep those principles we read about in the
nine of the Ten Commandments, I keep
them because Christ taught them in His
New Covenant, and not because Moses
taught them to the Jews in the long ago.
"For the law was given by Moses, but grace
and truth came by Jesus Christ." (John
1:17).

Is the Old Testament of any value?Yesl It
proves the New Testament. It shows us how
God dealt with man in the past. It helps us to
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THE MILLS OF GOD
GRIND SLOWLY, BUT ...

"Because sentence against an evil
work Is not executed speedily,
therefore the heart of the sons of
men Is fully set In them that do evil."
(Eccl. 8:11).

I. MANY SIN BECAUSE THEY
THINK THEY ARE "GETTING
AWAY WITH IT."

1. "Be sure your sin will find you
out." (Numbers 32:23).

2. "Whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap."
(Galatians 6:7).

II. GOD DELAYS HIS JUDG
MENTS AS AN ACT OF
MERCY, TO GIVE TIME FOR
REPENTANCE.

1. "While the lamp holds out to
burn, The vilest sinner may
return." -Isaac Watts

2. Eventually, the tares will be
gathered and burned, while the
good wheat will be garnered.

III. THE JUDGMENT IS INEVI
TABLE AND INESCAPABLE.

1. We must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ. (2 Cor.
5:10; Romans 14:12).

2. "After a long time the Lord of
those servants cometh, and
reckoneth with them."
(Matthew 23:19).
-Taken from WASHINGTON

AVE. COUNSELOR

(Continued from Left Column)

ARE WE UNDER THE
TEN COMMANDMENTS?

understand the true meaning of faith.
Hebrews chapter eleven wouldn't mean as
much if we could not turn back to the Old
Testament and read about Holy men of old
as they demonstrated what it means to be
faithful to God. Paul wrote: "For whosoever
things were written aforetime were written
for our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might have
hope." (Romans 15:4).

-W.R. Jones in THE WEEKLY
REMINDER, 7/29/65



" ... they were not at all ashamed; they did
not know how to blush" (Jeremiah 6:15).

THE PASSING OF THE BLUSH

Jeremiah had the goods on Israel. They
deserved doomsday because: (1) they had
stuffed cotton in their ears, refusing to hear
God; (2) they were "greedy for unjust gain";
(3) they glossed over the nation's real
condition, "saying, 'Peace, peace,' when
there is no peace"; and (4)when they sinned
they "were not at all ashamed; they did not
know how to blush" (Jeremiah 6:10-15).

Hey! that sounds like a page out of the last
quarter of the twentieth century. Sin is
having a heyday. We can hold hands with it
without the slightest blush.

When just one curse word was used in the
movie, "Gone With the Wind," people
gasped - the nation's face turned red. Some
were up in arms. But that's gone with
the wind - mild stuff now - bland as a
brand new colorbook. Most "family movies"

now are generously salted with profanity.
Gutter language spews into the family room
via TV, books, magazines. Even the
educational value of the daily newspaper is
more than offset by the filth of the movie
advertisement page.

Whatever happened to good old
fashioned guys and gals who could blush?
We'ver really arrived - nothing is dirty
enough to make us blush. A real mark of
intellectual sophistication, wouldn't you
say?

Ezra was embarrassed by the people's
sins. He fell to his knees saying, "I am
ashamed and blush to lift my face to thee,
my God, for our iniquities have risen higher
than our heads, and our guilt has mounted
up to the heavens" (Ezra 9:6).

The iniquities of our age are stacked
higher than that, Ezra. But not high enough
to make us blush.

-JOE R. BARNETT
in Ancient Landmarks, Nov., 1975

Sentence Sermons
Spiritual sickness can not be cured by religious quacks.

One has to pay interest on borrowed trouble.

Some people bring happiness where ever they go, but others, when they go.

You can not become a saint by comparing yourself with another sinner.

Some people to stand up for their rights fall down miserably on their duties.

Misdeeds and missed deeds are sins of commission and omission.

Love is the one commodity the more of which you give away the more you have.

Although God created man without man's help, he will not save man without man's consent.

If a man could have half his wishes, he would double his troubles.
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