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THE PARABLE OF THE ORCHARD GRASS
Besides being a pretty fair gospel

preacher, my father-in-law is also
somewhat of a gentleman farmer. Ac
tually, he has only a couple of horses
and cows which he keeps on a few acres
of pasture land next to his home on
Sand Mountain in Northeast Ala
bama.

This past fall he wanted to sow some
orchard grass in the pasture. He went
to a reputable seed company that he
has had dealings with for years, and
purchased the necessary seed at a
handsome price. He took it home and
planted it.

Before long, the rains descended and
the sun did shine, and behold, the grass
did grow. Except it didn't look like
orchard grass to my father-in-law. He
took a sample of it to the county agent
who identified it as rye grass, a grass
not well suited for permanent grazing.

Well, after much ado about grazing,
the place that sold him the seed agreed
to give my father-in-law more seed. Of
course that won't half make up for the
lost time and money and hope that has
been invested in planting a pasture
with the wrong seed. And now my
father-in-law must get the rye grass out
of his field before it has a chance to
drop its seed and ruin his field for the
future.

Hear ye three lessons of the parable!
First of all, you grow what you sow.
This is true in the field; grass, fruit tree
and herb must each yield "according

to its kind, whose seed is in itself
on the earth." (Genesis l:11b). It is
also true in a person's life, for Paul
says, "Do not be deceived, God is
not mocked; for whatsoever a man
sows that he will also reap. For he
who sows to his flesh will of the
flesh reap corruption, but he who
sows to the Spirit will ofthe Spirit
reap everlasting life." (Galatians
6:8-9). This principle of sowing and
reaping even extends to the religious
world. God's word is the seed of the
kingdom (cf. Luke 8:16; Matthew
13:18). If it alone is planted, nothing
but God's kingdom will grow, but when
something other than the pure seed of
the kingdom is planted, something
other than the true kingdom, such as
a denomination, will sprout up.

The second lesson of the orchard
grass is that seed brings forth after its
kind even when it is sown in ignorance
or by one who has been deceived.

The third lesson ofthe parable is that
bad plants have to be rooted up,
whether they are in the field, your life,
or the religious world. Regarding the
latter Jesus said, "Every plant
which my heavenly Father has not
planted shall be rooted up. (Matt.
15:13).This lesson is also taught in the
parable of the tares (Matt. 13:23-31)of
which the "Parable of the Orchard
Grass" is just a poor facisimile.
- Steve Klein in THE EXHORTER,

July, 1987
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Editorial ...
SOME THINGS WE

SHOULD REMEMBER
(Concluded)

As we continue our study on "Some
Things To Remember" let us be
aware of our responsibilities to
remember certain things and to put
others in remembrance of them.

In our first study, we showed from
the Scriptures that WE SHOULD
REMEMBER OUR CREATOR. We
emphasized that God created the
heavens, earth, man and "all things"
and that we should not forget it.

Our second article taught that WE
SHOULD REMEMBER THE WORD
OF GOD.It was shown that (1)GOD'S
WORD IS INSPIRED, and (2) IT IS
POWERFUL, and (3) WE MUST
OBEYIT. In discussing the power of
the word it was shown that God's
Word is able to light, to give
understanding, produce faith,
sanctify, cleanse, build up, save
and judge us. It was also shown that
one must OBEY God's Word FROM
THE HEARTin order to be saved.

Our third article taught that WE
SHOULDREMEMBERLOT'S WIFE.
It was pointed out that as we reflect
on Lot's wife we should learn, (1)
GOD'S REQUIREMENTS MAY
SEEM FOOLISH TO US BUT WE
MUSTOBEYTHEMANYWAY,AND
(2) THE IMPORTANCE OF ONE
THING, AND (3) GOD REQUIRES
STRICT OBEDIENCE.

As we continue our study, let us
consider some more things we should
remember.

IV. WE SHOULD REMEMBER
THAT JESUS WAS RAISED FROM
THE DEAD.In 2 Tim. 2:8-9.l'aul said:
"Remember that Jesus Christ of
the seed of David was raised from
the dead according to my gospel:
Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil
doer, even unto bonds; but the
word of God is not bound." The fact
that Jesus was raised from the dead
should never be forgotten. There were
some at Corinth (and there are many
today who deny the resurrection) who
said that "there is no resurrection
of the dead." Paul boldly argued in
1 Cor. 15 that there IS a resurrection
of the dead. He argued the "if there
is no resurrection of the dead, then
is Christ not risen." (v. 13) He said
"if Christ be not raised, your faith
is vain; ye are yet in your sins."
(v.17)In fact, the resurrection ofChrist
assures us that all will be raised
from the dead.

Wealso learn fromActs 17:30-31that
the resurrection of Christ gives
assurance that a judment day is
coming when the world will be judged
in righteousness. Let us remember
that Jesus was raised from the
dead.

V. WE SHOULD BREAK BREAD
IN REMEMBRANCE OF JESUS
CHRIST.The night in which the Lord
Jesus was betrayed He "took bread:
And when He had given thanks,
He brake it, and said, Take eat:
this is my body, which is broken
for you: THIS DO IN RE
MEMBRANCE OF ME. After the
same manner also He took the cup,
when He had supped, saying, This
cup is the new testament in my
blood: THIS DO YE, as oft as ye
drink it, IN REMEMBRANCE OF
ME. For as often as ye eat this
bread, and drink this cup, ye do
show the Lord's death till He
come." (1 Cor. 11:23-26).Please read

(Continued on page 3)
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the accounts of the institution of the
supper by Jesus in Matthew 26:26-30;
Mark 14:22-26and Luke 22:14-20.The
disciples at Troas came together upon
the first day of the week "to break
bread." (SeeActs 20:7).The supper is
to be eaten when the disciples come
together into one place. (See1 Cor.
11:20).It is to be done IN REMEM
BRANCE OF JESUS CHRIST!Let us
remember to show the Lord's death till
He comes.

VI. WE SHOULD REMEMBER
OTHERS!Many times weforgetothers
who should be remembered. We tend
to center most (if not all) of our
attention, time, energies and interest
on ourselves. When we do, we fail to
remember others as we should.

As we remember others, we should
remember the poor. In Gal. 2:9-10we
learn that James, Peter and John gave
to Paul and Barnabas "the right
hands of fellowship" that they
should go to the Gentiles and preach
the gospel and that they "should
remember the poor."

Jesus said: "For ye have the poor
with you always, and whensoever
ye will ye may do them good: ... "
(Mark 14:7).Somedespise the poorand
persecute them. (Cf. James 2:6; Psa.
10:2). Others ignore and/or forget
them. Speaking of a good man, the
Psalmist declared: "He hath
dispersed, he hath given to the
poor: ... " (Psa. 112:7).

We should be kind and
compassionate to the poor. Weshould
show mercy and help them. Weshould
love,lend and give to the poor.

As we remember others, we should
remember "those that are in
bonds." Hebrews 13:3 says:
"Remember them that are in
bonds, as bound with them; and
them which suffer adversity, as

being yourselves also in the body."
When other Christians suffer bonds,
adversities, afflictions, etc. we should
remember them. We should remember
"their faith, and labour of love,
and patience of hope." (Cf. 1 Thess.
1:3).Weshould remember them in our
prayers and also with our help when
they need it. Weneed to visit them and
speak words of encouragement to
them.

To the saints at Colosse Paul said:
"Remember my bonds." (Col.4:18)

The "bonds" of others can be a
source of encouragement to us as we
witness their trust in God and their
faithfulness to Christ as they suffer
adversities and afflictions. Yes, let us
remember those who are in bonds
and those who suffer adversity!

As we remember others, we should
remember those who have the rule
over us. Hewbrews 13:7 says:
"Remember them which have the
rule over you, who have spoken
unto you the word of God: whose
faith follow, considering the end
of their conversation."

The apostle Peter exhorts elders to
"Feed the flock of God which is
among you, taking the oversight
thereof, not by constraint, but
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but
of a ready mind; Neither as being
lords over God's heritage, but
being ensamples to the flock." (1
Peter 5:1-3).

Let us remember those who have the
rule over us. Let us honour them. Let
us follow their faith as they live in
harmony with God's will and
faithfully teach His truth to us and to
others!

In order for us to glorify Godin this
life and thus to properly prepare to
meet Him in judgment, it is absolutely
essential that WE REMEMBER
CERTAINTHINGS.

(CRS)



SUTTON-FROST
DEBATES

Carrol R. Sutton and Jack L.
Frost are to engage in two more
public discussions of the word of
God. In both of these discussions
FROST will be affirming that
sprinkling and pouring is the only
Scriptural mode of Baptism.
SUTTON will affirm that immersion
is the action involved in Scriptural
baptism.

The first of these discussions
will be conducted at the building
of the church which meets at 1107
Highway 431 South, in
Albertville, Alabama. It will be
conducted on January 9,10,12 and
13,1989 at 7:30 each evening.

The second debate will be conducted
at the V.M.W.A. building in
BERRY, ALABAMA on February
20,21,23, and 24, 1989 at 7:30 each
evening.

PLEASE MAKE PLANS TO
ATTEND THESE BIBLE DIS
CUSSIONS. They should be in
teresting, informative and stim
ulating. PLEASE ANNOUNCE and
TELL OTHERS!

QUIETNESS
"Be still and know that I am God,"

That I who made and gave thee
life

Will lead thy faltering steps aright;
That I who see each sparrow fall
Will hear and heed thy earnest

call.
I am God.

"Be still and know that I am God,"
When aching burdens crush thy

heart,
Then know I form thee for thy part

And purpose in the plan I hold.
Trust in God.

"Be still and know that I am God,"
Who made the atom's tiny span
And set it moving to My plan,
That I who guide the stars above
Will guide and keep thee in
My love.

Be thou still.
-Doran

- SENTENCE SERMONS -
* * * * *

To create, the Son of God spake, but to save He suffered.
* * * * *

If you have more dollars than sense, you are indeed poor.
* * * * *

Long leaps are involved in jumping to some conclusions.
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