How to BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME!
Lesson 3 -- Laying a Solid Foundation

The foundation of a house is that upon which all else depends for support. If the
foundation is not solid, the house is unstable. Likewise, the stability of the family
depends upon a well laid foundation.

CHRIST IS THE FOUNDATION AND CHIEF CORNERSTONE

The Bible certainly teaches that Jesus Christ is the foundation and chief cornerstone of
our relationships with God and each other in His church (Ephesians 2:19-20; 1
Corinthians 3:10). The relationships one has with individuals who are family, friends, and
co-workers or with institutions such as the government, may exist outside of Christ. But,
when a person becomes a Christian these relationships all change. The Christian is a
new creature (2 Corinthians 5:17). His associations and dealings with others now have
their basis in his relationship with Christ, and in a sense Christ becomes the foundation
and chief corerstone of every relationship the new Christian has.

If this is true when it comes to the relationships with government (Romans 13:1-6) and
employers (Colossians 3:22-25; 4:1; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12), it is vitally true when it
comes to relationships within the home. Notice Paul’s instructions concerning the duties
of young wives in Titus 2:4-5. They need to "love their husbands, to love their
children...that the word of God may not be blasphemed!" Their relationships within the
home reflect directly upon their relationship with God and His word. Similarly,
husbands must dwell with their wives "with understanding...that your prayers may not be
hindered!" (1 Peter 3:7). And, if the husband does not provide for his family "he has
denied the faith" (1 Timothy 5:8). Do you see it? All of these passages are implying that
proper dealings with one another in the home have a direct connection to our affiliation
with Jesus Christ.

For Christians, THE KEY to beginning to build an ideal home is in realizing that every
relationship within that home must be governed by Jesus Christ. Four main pillars must
then be set on this foundation, upon which the remainder of the home will rest.

PILLAR #1 -- COMMITMENT

God designed marriage with the intent that a man would "leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife." (Genesis 2:24; cf. Ephesians 5:31; Matthew 19:5). The
Hebrew and Greek words translated "joined" in these passages mean "to adhere” or "to
glue to." This indicates that the husband is to be committed to permanent union with his
wife. For both the husband and wife, this commitment necessitates that two other
options be permanently closed.

First, there can be no thought of going back home to father and mother -- one must
leave. When asked to name the biggest cause of divorce one judge is said to have
quipped, "in-laws!" While honor and respect are due parents throughout life (cf. 1
Timothy 5:4; Proverbs 31:28), no married person has a right to have parental ties which
rival the union to his or her spouse.







